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Iowa Community College Transfer Students Perform
Exceptionally Well at the Regents’ Institution

Purpose: This brief report compares baccalaureate graduation rates of
native students at the Regents institutions with community college transfer
students. The source of information is from reports from the Board of
Regents.

Caveat: The Board of Regents Annual Reports typically have the
following statement: “"Graduation rates for transfer students are
calculated from the date of admission to a Regent university. Years of
study completed at previous institutions are not included in the
determination of time-to-degree. Therefore, graduation rates of transfer
students are not truly comparable to graduation rates for entering
freshmen because of the difference in time frames.”

Response: True enough; it may not be an apples to apples comparison,
but wouldn’t the comparison be more fair if Community Colleges had the
same advantage of recruiting the top half of the high school graduation
class with the students accompanying higher socioeconomic status!

I. From the “Annual Report on Student Retention and
Graduation Rates.” Board of Regents. February 6, 2007:

72% of Iowa Community College Transfer Students
Graduate within Four Years of Entering Iowa State
University

“"Transfer student success at ISU continues to improve.
This is particularly true for transfer students from Iowa
community colleges - 71.9% of Iowa community college
students who enter ISU after earning an AA degree
graduate within four years of entering ISU.”

This Compares with SUI Native Students at 65%; 63.9% at
ISU; and 64% at UNI (Ten Year Average Rates)

"During the past ten years, the average six-year
graduation rate at SUI has been 64.5%; at ISU, it has
been 63.9%, and at UNI, it has been 64.0%. The Fall 2006
six-year graduation rate at SUI is 65.5%, at ISU, it is
65.8%, and at UNI, it is 67.1%, which is an all-time high.”



Source: “"Annual Report on Student Retention and
Graduation Rates.” Board of Regents. February 6,

2007.
IT1. From the “Annual Report on Student Retention and
Graduation Rates.” Board of Regents. November 3,

2003:

“The largest number of students who transfer to Regent
universities comes from Iowa’s public community colleges
(2,108 in Fall 1999). The four-year graduation rate for the
entering class of 1999 was 54.7% at SUI compared to
53.5% for the entering class of 1998. At ISU, the four-year
graduation rate for the entering class of 1999 was 62.4%
compared to 58.8% for the entering class of 1998. At UNI,
the four-year graduation rate for the entering class of 1999
was 67.8% compared to 64.9% for the entering class of
1998.”

“Students who transfer from Iowa community colleges and
complete an Associate of Arts (AA) degree typically have
higher one-year retention and four-year graduation rates
than the general population of transfer students.”

Source: “"Annual Report on Student Retention and
Graduation Rates.” Board of Regents. November
3, 2003.

ITI. From the “"Annual Report on Student Retention and
Graduation Rates.” November 6, 2002:

"The largest number of students who transfer to Regent
universities comes from Iowa’s public community colleges
(2,081 in Fall 1996). For the past six reporting years, these
students have posted an average six-year graduation rate
of 55.6% compared to 63.8% for entering freshmen at
SUI; 63.6% compared to 62.2% for entering freshmen at
ISU; and 69.0% compared to 63.1% for entering freshmen
at UNL.”

Source: “"Annual Report on Student Retention and
Graduation Rates.” Board of Regents. November
4, 2002.



IV. From the “Annual Report on Student Retention and
Graduation Rates.” November 6, 2001:

“Except for the entering class of 1995, transfer
students typically have had higher six-year
graduation rates than entering freshmen.”

"The largest proportion of students who transfer to Regent
universities comes from Iowa's community colleges (1,829
in Fall 1995). For the past eight reporting years, these
students have posted an average six-year graduation rate
of 55.8% at SUI, 63.7% at ISU, and 70.2% at UNI.

"Six-year graduation rates for the most recent reporting
year - the entering class of 1995 - increased at SUI from
63.9% to 64.7%, at ISU, the rate increased from 62.4%
to 63.7%;, and at UNI, the rate increased from 62.2% to
64.2%.”

Source: “"Annual Report on Student Retention and
Graduation Rates.” Board of Regents. November 6, 2007.

(Continued on next page)



Tables from the "Annual Report on Student Retention
and Graduation Rates 2006”. Board of Regents.
February 6, 2007.

TABLE 18
FOUR-YEAR GRADUATION RATES
BY TYPE OF TRANSFER COLLEGE
FOR ENTERING CLASSES OF 1991 - 2001

FALL 2005
1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1907 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001
% % % % % % % % % % Yo

lowa 2-yr Public, AA Degree

SUl| 586 | 568 | 558 | 566 | 549 | 607 | 595 | 612 | 621 | 575 | 64.4

ISU| 76.8 | 753 | 66.7 | 60.1 | 721 | 63.3 | 688 | 722 | 703 | 790 | T1.4

UNI| 71.6 | 73.0 | 729 | 723 | 725 | 699 | 71.7 | 735 | 758 | 75.0 | 75.4
lowa 2-yr Public, No AA Degree

SUl| 403 | 394 | 266 | 409 | 477 | 453 | 423 | 463 | 479 | 483 | 51.9

ISU| 508 | 497 | 482 | 506 | 504 | 558 | 557 | 530 | 590 | 59.1 | 509

UNI| 445 | 488 | 535 | 447 | 514 | 523 | 508 | B44 | 552 | 498 | 47.6
All lowa 2-yr Public

SUl| 500 | 490 | 462 | 485 | 509 | 527 | 507 | 535 | 547 | 520 | 57.7

ISU| 556 | 561 | 525 | 527 | 552 | 579 | 590 | 588 | 624 | 651 | 562

UNI| 630 | 658 | 662 | 612 | 646 | 624 | 642 | 649 | 678 | 648 | 64.2
lowa Private 2-yr

SuUl| 375 (1000| 667 | 400 | 778 | 250 | 500 | 284 | 00 | 571 | 80.0

ISU| 500 | 852 | 333 | 481 | 476 | 462 | 520 | 400 | 708 | 66.7 | 53.8

UNI| 684 | 677 | 500 | 609 | 535 | 474 | 733 | 500 | 643 | 500 | 58.3
lowa Private 4-yr

SUl| 52.7 | 53.1 | 50. 606 | 58.1 | 67.3 | 9.6 | 537 | 581 | 651 | 57.8

ISU| 56.3 | 58,9 | 63. 46.3 | 636 | 56.9 | 588 | 623 | 667 | 653 | 629

UNI| 550 | 581 | 495 | 598 | 545 | 691 | 595 | 563 | 622 | 644 | 62.9
lowa Public 4-yr

SUl| 722 | 705 | 728 | 700 | 701 | 77.7 | 690 | 734 | 652 (| 714 | 67.9

ISU| 645 | 583 | 679 | 640 | 576 | 69.1 | 628 | 627 | 741 | 769 | 63.0

UNI| 753 | 696 | 750 | 600 | 729 | 641 | 727 | 800 | 659 (| 732 | 59.7
Colleges Outside lowa

SUl| 570 | 568 | 533 | 594 | 606 | 653 | 644 | 630 | 61.1 [ 61.1 | 63.0

ISU| 530 | 510 | 565 | 57.7 | 563 | 9.7 | 583 | 616 | 604 | 61.0 | 58.7

UNI| 451 | 539 | 600 | 534 | 641 | 581 | 630 | 556 | 588 | 581 | 65.6
TOTAL TRANSFERS

SUl| 565 | 556 | 528 | 564 | 579 | 607 | 579 | 584 | 581 [ 582 | 60.7

ISU| 555 | 553 | 556 | 542 | 564 | 590 | 589 | 598 | 632 | 649 | 579

UNI| 614 | 640 | 634 | 801 | 636 | 624 | 645 | 636 | 662 | 643 | 63.9




TABLE 9

SIX-YEAR GRADUATION RATES
BY RACE/ETHNICITY
FOR ENTERING CLASSES OF 1988 - 1999

FALL 2005
1988 || 1989 || 1990 || 1991 || 1992 [ 1993 || 1994 || 1995 || 1996 || 1997 | 1998 || 1999
% % %o % % % % % % % % Yo

[Native Am.

Sul 500 | 500 || 400 || 833 || 700 | /69 || 118 | 600 || 583 || 588 | 706 || 41.2

1suU 50.0 || 57.1 0.0 143 | 400 | 286 || 714 | 500 || 429 || 545 | 60.0 | 43.8

UNI 0.0 0.0 500 || 400 || 25.0 | 50.0 0.0 40.0 || 50.0 0.0 50.0 || 40.0
African-Am.

Sul 345 || 422 || 398 | 347 || 407 | 486 || 535 || 400 || 597 || 380 | 43.4 || 50.5

IsU T8 || 370 || 376 || 361 || 273 | 335 || 340 || 435 || 400 || 436 | 365 || 51.0

UNI 167 || 311 || 388 || 349 || 400 | 424 || 425 || 44.8 || 321 |[ 316 | 405 || 42.0
Asian-Am.

Sul 600 || 449 || 584 | 562 || 625 | 676 || 598 || 596 || 543 || 654 | 67.0 || 54.3

1SuU 580 || 59.7 || 500 || 500 || 564 | 534 || 720 || 641 || 61.0 || 67.7 | 56.8 || 5§9.3

UNI 364 || 533 || 438 | 737 || 643 | 423 || 419 || 789 || 400 || 526 | 41.2 || 7.9
[Hispanic-Am.

Sul 439 || 532 || 540 || 525 || 544 | 467 | 534 || 514 || 468 || 653 | 58.8 || 53.5

1SU 467 || 545 || 357 || 404 || 365 | 554 || 509 || 356 || 450 || 588 | 54.7 || 66.7

UNI 400 || 417 || 750 || 357 || 400 | 333 | 364 || 455 || 500 || 100 | 37.5 | 35.7
Subtotal

Sul A73 || 454 || 490 | 493 || 537 | 578 || 537 || 520 || 536 || 57.8 | 57.5 || 2.3

ISU 446 || 457 || 400 | 404 || 386 | 407 || 51.3 || 492 || 482 || 554 | 48.0 || 56.5

UNI 230 | 365 || 440 || 444 || 441 | 41.0 || 395 || 533 || 394 || 333 | 40.7 || 44.3
White

SuUl 620 || 621 || 639 | 642 || 648 | 63.1 || 651 || 664 || 654 || 65.1 | 67.1 || 67.4

1sU 652 || 63.6 || 620 | 61.7 || 627 | 62.7 || 63.1 || 64.7 || 66.5 || 66.9 | 68.0 || 68.9

UNI 622 || 632 || 601 || 61.2 || 63.2 | 643 || 633 || 649 || 674 || 66.6 | 653 || 66.0
IRegent Total

Sul 612 || 609 || 626 | 63.1 | 63.7 | 628 || 640 || 649 || 644 || 646 | 66.2 || 66.1

1SU 636 || 61.6 || 60.0 | 60.1 || 61.1 | 604 || 624 || 63.7 || 653 || 65.7 | 66.5 || 68.0

UNI 604 || 619 || 594 | 604 || 622 | 629 || 622 || 642 || 665 || 65.2 | 64.3 || 65.0

Source: “"Annual Report on Student Retention and Graduation

Rates Tables 2006.” Board of Regents. February 6, 2007.




